BEILBY, Loxp BIsHO oF LONDON. 


— — POS NY an-mure 1 
 M,DCC,LXXXVILL. 


7 


21 


% 


Kabeln B recbren, „ 


-AVING been, —_ God's pro- 


vidence, and his Majeſty” 8 good- 


155 lately advanced to the See of London, 
to which is annexed the Eccleſiaſtical Su- 
perintendence of the Britiſh Weſt-India 


Iſlands; I take an early opportunity of 


notifying to you this appointment; and of 
aſſuring you, that, notwithſtanding the great 
diſtance which ſeparates us from each other, 
I ſhall ever conſider the intereſts and wel- 


fare of the Weſt-India Slergy, and of thoſe 
committed to their e as one important 


object of my attention. . 
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Thee are 3 matters of no ſmall 


moment, on which I could have wiſhed to 


enlarge in this Letter; but the great 


variety of buſineſs, which at this. time 
preſſes upon me, w will admit of my touch- 
ing only on two points, which £ ſeem highly 
to deſerye both your reg ard. in 
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The firſt is, The inſtruction of the Negre 
Slaves in the principles of Morality and Re- 


ligion. Compaſſion, juſtice, chriſtian cha- 
rity, evidently require this kind office at our 


hands, towards thoſe who, though they ate 


of a different colour, are of the ſame nature 
with ourſelves; created by the ſame God; 


deſcended of the ſame common parents, 


under the protection of the ſame Almighty 


Governour of the world; and equally en- 
titled to the benefits and the promiſes of 
that Goſpel which was intended to bring 
ſalva tion to all men, and, by the expreſs 
command of its divine Author, was to be 
h F to oy creature, 5 


13 am aware, that there may have been 
conſiderable difficulties in the way of this 


benevolent work; but theſe are, I truſt, 


leſs formidable now than formerly, and 
certainly not inſuperable. I am aware, 


that an undertaking of this nature muſt 
add greatly to the labour of thoſe Mini- 
ſters who have large and populous pariſhes 
Nee 3 a few hours might, I 


, . e 
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"Ta be ſpared: even by theſe; eſpecially 
on a Sunday evening, for this moſt chari- 
table purpoſe; and, in fact, I am informed, 


| that ſome of the moſt reſpectable Parochial 


Clergymen. in the. Iſlands have actually ſo 
employed a part of the Lord's Day. A little 
time, well ſpent, would go a great way in 


opening the underſtandings. of theſe. poor 0 
Heathens, and ſowing in their hearts the 
ſeeds of eternal life: it would be a labour 

truly evangelical; it would be treading 
cloſely in the ſteps of your Bleſſed Maſter, 

who came on purpoſe (as he himſelf tells us) | 


to preach the goſpel to the poor: and where 


' ſhall we find ſuch a number of human 


beings collected together, ſo ſtriftly en- 


titled to that appellation, in every poſſible 


ſenſe of the word, as the Negro Slaves 


in the Weſt-India Iſlands? Moſt of them 


would, no doubt, be truly thankful to you 


for this attention to them: their Maſters 


would, I am perſuaded, not only allow 


it, but aſſiſt you in it: for it is certainly 
their intereſt, in every point of view, that 


Wär Slaves ſhould be made goo Chriſtians. 


A 
The Goſpel enjoins every one to be content 
with that ſtates of life ro which it hath 
pleaſed God to call him; to be faithful, 
honeſt, ſober, and diligent in buſineſs. It 
enjoins ſervants of all kinds, and Slaves 
among the reſt, to be obedient to their 
| _ N to . 2 9 0 1 in all 
the Lord, 4 not to men. The Mes 
therefore, that are carefully inſtructed in 
theſe duties, and are taught to perform 
them under pain of God's diſpleaſure, and 
future puniſhment, muſt evidently be 
much more valuable and uſeful to their 
Owners, than thoſe who are utterly ignorant 
of the precepts and the ſanctions of religion. 
And, in fa, it is found by experience, 
{eſpecially in the Iſland of Antigua, where 
the Moravian Miſſionaries have converted 
| ſeveral | thouſands of Negroes), that the 
Slaves who have embraced C hriſtianity, 
are much better men, and better labourers, 
than thoſe who ſtill remain in a ſtate of Hea- 
theniſm. For theſe reaſons, therefore, as 
Well as for many others ſtill more im- 
Portant, you have good ground to hope for 
N 7 Low mage.” 


2 1% 7 1 . b 
; the concurrence and ſupport of the Planters, 
in this benevolent undertaking. Should any 
additional labourers be hereafter found ne- 
ceſſary in this extenſive harveſt, means may 
perhaps be found of procuring them: and, 
in the mean while, though you will pro- 
bably have no pecuniary recompence for 
this increaſe of duty, yet you will have, 
what is above all price, the applauſe of 
your own minds, and the approbation of 
that all-ſeeing and righteous Judge who 
will crown theſe your voluntary and gra- 
tuitous labours with a ten· fold portion of 
glory hereafter. 85 0 | 


To this Weder reward, one excellent 
Man amongſt you, is not long ſince gone; 
15 mean the late Rector of St. Thomas, in 
Barbadoes, Mr. Dokz. This pious and 
exemplary Paſtor gave up a large portion 
of his time to the inſtruction of the Negroes 
in his pariſh: he inſtituted a Lecture for the 
ſole purpoſe of inſtrufting them on Sunday 
evenings : he compoſed a ſet of plain, 
uſeſvl, and practical Diſcourſes, which he 
then read to them, and of which a large 
To number 


1 101 1 
i | number of copies are ſent to the:Iflands; 
with this Letter. Theſe Diſcourſes I: 

_ earneſtly Sis ks to your peruſal; after 

which, you will, I am perſuaded, think 

| with me, that they are admirably! adapted 

bb to the end for which they are deſigned; 
1 | and that you cannot do better than make 
Li! the fame uſe. of them in your reſpective 
| bY _ pariſhes, that the, pious Author of them 
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At wild greatly facilitate the religious 
f inſtruction of the Slaves, if a School for the 
1 young Negroes was eſtabliſhed in every 
| pariſh. In theſe Schools they might, at one 
and the ſame time, be taught to read, and 
trained up, alſo, in the principles and 
the duties of the Chriſtian Religion. This 
1 would be a much eaſier taſk, than the con- 
1 verſion of the grown Negroes from Africa; 
1 though even that 4. conceive to be far from 
impoſſible. The expenee of ſuch Schools 
1 i would be trifling to a whole pariſh, eſpe- 
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cially if they were of the nature of SUNDAY=, 
Schools in this country, Which are ſup- 
Ox ported pe 
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. N more to ſay to you on this 
intereſting ſubje&; but I muſt reſerve it 
for another opportunity, and haſten to the 
other point I had to mention to you: it 


relates to Candidates Fn orders from. the: 


OO TINE W e e Ry 54> ey] of 
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When thoſe Rs are to officiate in the 
Weeſt-Indies,:- offer. themſelves to me for 
ordination; if they are natives of this 


country, or have reſided in it for any con- 
ſiderable time, it will generally be in my 


power: to obtain a pretty accurate know- 
ledge of their real characters; and you may 
reſt aſſured, that if L am not deceived by: 
falſe atteſtations (Which, even after the. 
utmoſt care and circumſpection, will ſome-.- 


times happen) no unworthy man ſhall ever 


be ordained, and ſent by me to the Weſt- 
Indies. But, in general, 1 apprehend, that 


| thoſe who look towards preferment in the 
WMWeſt - Indies, and apply here for ordination 


with 


ie 
with that view, are natives, or inhabitants 
of thoſe iſlands: and in this caſe it muſt, 
ſometimes, be extremely difficult, on ac- 


count of the diſtance, to arrive at an exact 
knowledge of the Candidate's paſt life and 
converſation. One of the uſual methods of 
obtaining this information, is the Teſtimo- 
nial he is always expected to bring with 


him, from three beneficed Clergymen in 


the iſland to which he belongs, who have 
been perſonally acquainted with him for 
the three laſt years. What I have therefore 


to requeſt of you is, that you would be ex- 


for orders; and that you will never con- 
ſider them, as what they certainly are not, 


mere matters of form. For your better di- 
rection in this matter, I have ſubjoined the 


proper form of the Teſtimonial required. 


From this you will perceive, that when 


you ſet your hand to a Teſtimonial, you 


teſtify that the perſon whom you recom- 
mend, has, for three years paſt, lived pioufly, 


bab „ and ge and e himſelf dili- 


e VR OL gently 5 


1 2 1 

gently to his ſtudies: and you teſtify this, 
not merely from hear- ſay, from report, 
from flight and caſual information; but 
from a perſonal knowledge of the Candidate 
during that whole time; and, What is till 
more, you declare that you do in your con- 
ſeiences think him a perſon worthy to be ad- 
mitted into the Miniſtry of the Church. Theſe 
certainly are, if any thing can be, atteſtations 
of the utmoſt moment, and not be given 
without the moſt ſerious conſideration, and 
1 the moſt ſacred regard to truth. 


„Teige 3 chat you | will have 
| the goodneſs to comply with my wiſhes, re- 
ſpecting both che points I. have here men- 
tioned to you, 2 pray God to take vou 
into bis protection, and am 


3 Your faithful Friends. 
%—ͤ . Brother, 
B. LONDON. 


| Londen, 55 | 
15 April 2, 1788. 
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FORM of a LETTER TESTIMONIAL 
for Holy Orders. 3 


= OY 


To the Agbs Rivipend Father in God, 
BEIL Er, by divine permiſſion, Lord Ber 
of London. 


WHEREAS our beloved i in Chriſt, A.B. 
bath declared unto us bis intention of offering g 
himſelf a candidate for the holy order of 
Deacons; and for that end bath requeſted of 
us 4 Letter T efimonial of his life and Be- 
baviour-: : we, therefore, whoſe names are 
bereunta· ſubſcribed, do certify, from our 
Perſonal knowledge of the life and behaviour | 


f the ſaid A. B. for the ſpace of three years 
laſt paſt, and upwards, that he bath, during 


that time, lived piouſly, ſoberly, and honeſtly ; 
applied himſelf diligently to his ſtudies ; and 
(as far as we know or believe ) has never 
dritten, or maintained, any thing contrary to 
the doctrine or diſcipline of the Church of 

England: 


L 14.53 - 
England: and, moreover, we think him 4 
perſon worthy to be admitted into the holy. 
| me of Deacons 0 or "FO „ 


0 wi neſs ahi; Wwe have bereuato ſet 
our bands, the Day of © in 
the ””ur of our Lord, Se. | 


WP. Recor ＋ 
N C. Rector of 
E "Bother of 
Beſides this Teſtimonial; — Candi 
muſt bring. with him, 


f 


it, A certificate ol his. baptiſm, ex- 
rated from the Pariſh 1 | 
: * 
5 addy, A recommendation from The Ga- 
vernour, and an appointment to ſome va- 
cant benefice; and, 


| Zaiy, A written paper called a 51 quis 3 ; 
| chat is a \ certificate, that e was 
1 made 


1 
made in the pariſn- church where the Can- 


ſelf for Holy Orders.” 


This 8 muſt be made by the 


Miniſter of the pariſh, in the time of divine 
ſervice, on three ſucceſſive Sundays; and 
muſt be ſigned by the Miniſter, Church- 


warden, and three or four of the moſt 
reſpectable Inhabitants. 5 


The Form of the SI QU IS, or CERTIF 1— 


CATE, is as follows: 


WHEREAS A. B. of this pariſh, ln 
zo offer himſelf a Candidate for the holy order 


of Deacons (or Prieſts), at the ordination to 


That if any perſon can ſhow ſufficient cauſe, 
juſt impediment, or notable crime, for which 


the ſaid A. B. ought not to be admitted ta 
. that holy order, he may now declare the + 
ſame, and give notice of it, by letter, 1 the 


Biſhop of London. 


didate reſides, of his intention to Seer Him- 


be held by the Right Reverend the Lord 
| Biſhop of London; this is to give notice, 


9 Pearſon on the Creed. 


1 6 1 


the Sunday the and Sunday the 


„FF 1788; it bo objeftions were 
made. 


C. D. Reftor 


E. F. Churchwarden ; 


Witneſs G. H. 
|; e Inhabitants 
1 L. M. 
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And, as Candidates for a at ſo great 


a diſtance, may not know what courſe of 
reading is neceſſary to prepare them for 
examination, I will recommend to their 


. peruſal the following books among others: I 


5 
4 * - 


Secker's Lectures on the Catechiſm. 

_ Secker's Charges. 5 

© Grotius de Veritate Religionis Chriſtiane. 
Beattie on the Evidences of Chriſtianity. 
Burnet's Expoſition of the 39 Articles, 


The above e's Was daha read i in the b 


E. 5. 75 e 0 Vos⸗ 1 on * | 
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Burnet 7 age N 
Te Farr 3 and As of the 
(at the leaſt), in the Original Greek, 
with ſome good Comment. x. 


Theſe books I mention only as the 
plaineſt, and moſt eaſy to be met with; 


not as containing all the knowledge that is 
requiſite, but the very loweſt degree of it 
4 that can be admitted in a Candidate for 


